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Editorial 


MipsumMMER sees the general settling down of thoughtful librarians 
to a contemplation of their Winter programmes. This seems a cruel 
suggestion since (if we are fortunate) the skies are still blue above us, 
the trees green, and—well, holidays are just ahead. One duty, however, 
belongs to midsummer and that is the annual eleGtion of the Library 
Association Council. There is growing evidence that in this matter 
we are no longer prepared to leave our representation in the most 
important council that exists for us to chance. By the time these 
words appear the question, so far as 1928 is concerned, will have 
been settled. We hope a well-balanced Council will be the result, 
and that, after an interval of several years, Ireland will be represented. 


* * *x 


Our minds naturally turn from the eleétion to the question of the 
proposed new bye-laws of the Association which are to be presented 
at Blackpool, but on which in their first draft form there has already 
been some discussion at meetings at Leamington and in London. 
The final draft is not available but has been accessible to some mem- 
bers. In brief the novelties are as follows: “‘ Members ” is to be a 
term covering every kind of person who joins the L.A.; but the 
subscription to be paid will be according to the category—private, 
institution, Student, or corresponding—into which the member falls. 
At present the suggestion is that personal members, who may be 
librarians, bibliographers or anyone who is interested, shall pay 
£2 2s.; institutions, {2 2s.; Students under 25, {1 1s.; and corre- 
— members from overseas 15s. The Council is to be reduced 

rastically ; London is to have six members only instead of twelve, 
and London is to be defined as the area within 30 miles of Charing 
Cross instead as hitherto of the Metropolitan Boroughs. The rest 
of the country is to have twelve instead of twenty members. Special 
se@tions—the County Librarians for example, who are in a minori 
and in some cases are not librarians such as would be elected to the 
Council—are themselves to ele&t two representatives each. Vice- 
Presidents will no longer ipso facto retain the aldermanic right to seats 
they have possessed ; only two can serve at a time. Branch associa- 
tions are no longer to receive capitation grants ; they are to estimate 
their financial requirements and to live within their estimates. There 
are other changes, but these are the most important. 

* * * * 


Criticism should follow careful consideration. There is no 
doubt that the Council is too large, but the territorial restrictions 
suggested are not obviously good. Virtue does not dwell in special 
territories and a council of eighteen elected irrespeCtive of geographical 
considerations is the ideal. In any case, it would seem that London, 
which after all is the greatest library centre in the world, has been 
swamped by the provinces, who have obtained dominance in the 
Association. The financial proposals are, we suppose, the result of 
actuarial calculation; otherwise the general subscription is too high 
and will militate against the main obje& of the whole new scheme, 
which is to bring in every one interested in libraries. There must be 
reasonable compromise, however. The L.A. cannot live on a sub- 
scription which is adequate in the American L.A. or in our own L.A. ; 
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the field is too small in the one case, and in the other its aétivities are 
too expensive. What is wanted is the rational medium. We are 
willing to suggest a venture of faith in the shape of a smaller sub- 
scription, but faith can be supported in this case by some sort of 
knowledge of the faéts, easily obtainable. In the quite justifiable 
proposal that the ridiculously too-high branch capitation fee, the 

yment of which is crippling the L.A., should be abolished and the 
should submit estimates, there is room for trouble of the 
familiar sort. We trust that the quite reasonable new bye-law will 
commend itself to a majority. 

* * *x *~ 


While all the matters we have mentioned may be called domestic, 
there remains the question of registration. The Association is to 
maintain a register of qualified librarians, but only of those who are 
in membership and who apply to be registered. These will be called 
Fellows, or Associate Fellows, the latter grade being adapted to those 
who now possess ordinary membership qualifications. There has 
been some discussion of this matter of late, and we incline more and 
more to the opinion that fellowship hereafter should be restricted 
to diplomates in librarianship. The letter of Mr. J. P. Lamb in our 
last issue represents a point of view held by increasing numbers of 
librarians as opinion is worth while, although we deprecate the 
superior attitude towards “ F.L.A.” as in itself a form of reprehensible 
conceit. 

* * * * 

The death of Frank Pacy comes with singular force to librarians 
everywhere. He was a man of eminent ability, eloquence and dis- 
tinction, and his services to librarianship and the profession cannot 
easily be assessed. While he yet lived he had become an institution 
and a tradition. Without him the gatherings of the Library Associa- 
tion will seem strange and will certainly lack one of their principal 
and most forceful personalities. Opportunities will occur, we hope, 
for due recognition of his work. Now we can only say how deeply 
we regret that his leisure after his life-work has been so brief; but 
we always felt that he did not wish for such leisure, would rather have 
died in ess, and that his wish has been almost granted. 


* * * 


Another death we regret to record is that of Walter Powell, of 
Birmingham. He had been ill for months and the illness was known 
to be grave, but so aboundingly vital was he that the end has surprised 
his friends. Of his public work we say a few words on another page, 
but we hope a longer account may be forthcoming later. He possessed 
enormous vigour, sterling honesty, extreme tenacity of purpose, and a 
belief in his work and his capacity to perform it which was rare and 
justified. His passing in the fullness of his manhood is a loss of real 
magnitude to librarianship. 

The Annual Meeting of the Aslib is to be held this year at New 

College, Oxford, in the week commencing September 17th. 
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SPECIALLY STRONG 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


STYLES OF BINDING H. Smith & Son are prepared 
Newly bound } Niger, pages W to supply any Novels in their 
— anaes sninkied lists bound in the styles alongside. By 
edges. Per Vol., 4s. 6d. this method every leaf is guarded and 
Newly bound Library Buck- _ the end seétions specially strengthened. 
tam, pages guarded throughout Volumes bound in this manner will 


38. 94. Sand years of handling without losing 
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y their attractive appearance. 


Noh W. H. SMITH & SON 


(Library Showroom—Entrance “B””) 
STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL 


Should you require it, “Smith’s” 
Should you is “Smih'e” STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


your present volumes. Telephone: Holborn 4343 


TO OVERSEAS LIBRARIANS 


pe FOR YOUR BOOK SUPPLIES 
TRY THE SERVICE 


OF 
C. D. CAZENOVE & SON 


12-13 Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2 
(ESTABLISHED 1868) 


Public Libraries, Institutions, and Clubs 


may have RECENT BOOKS ON LOAN for all Classes of Literature, on Yearly 
or rem a Subscriptions for any Number of Volumes. 


obtain Clean Second-Hand 
Book Buyer’s Opportunity Works of Tavel, 
History, Sport, = FiGion at + of Requirements of 
at 
Warre orn Grosvenor 21 LIBRARY RATES 
SURPLUS SALE "LISTS. 


DAY’S CIRCULATING LIBRARY Ltd. 


96 MOUNT STREET, Park Lane, LONDON, W.1 
(Near Selfridge’s Store, Oxford Street). 
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The Gramophone in Public Libraries 
By Srantey Snarrn, Chief Assistant, Islington Central Library. 


THE pe ox like the cinema, has suffered a good deal of 
unmerited obloquy. But the time has come when none but pedants 
and prejudiced judges will refuse it that appreciation and under- 
Standing which it deserves. Like the cinema, it is a potent force in 
aesthetic education, and I see no reason why librarians should disdain 
its valuable aid. To make intelligent men is to make readers; and 
the making of readers is an integral part of our mission. I look upon 
a library not solely as a mausoleum of books, but as a hall of culture, 
a focus point around which the aesthetic energy of a town should 
centre. Where there is aesthetic energy, education is in force. Minds 
are being deepened, the imagination is growing in Stature and range. 
Therefore the importance of music, the profoundest inspiration which 
art can offer, cannot be too vehemently urged. Every library, in my 
opinion, should attempt to educate its public in literature and music 
concurrently. In this work the gramophone is an indispensable tool ; 
and, as a somewhat apuhand gramophile myself, I want here to 
indicate broadly the way in which this tool may be most profitably 
used. 

First, a few words about the gramophone itself. In stressing its 
value I do not overlook the educational significance of wireless. Both 
are legitimate instruments of culture, and their spheres of utility 
overlap very little. But for our purpose the gramophone is obviously 
the more appropriate. It is tractable, it has the immense advantage 
of permitting us to sele&t our programmes and to repeat items at will. 
Again, it is cheap. An H.M.V. table model at £7 10s. (the best 
procurable, and, save in the size of its resonating chamber, identical 
with cabinet models) gives a massive and plangent tone sufficient to 
fill a large hall. A loud speaker of corresponding efficiency would 
cost three or four times as much. The only other expenses are records 
and needles, the latter being a quite insignificant item. Records are 
usually 6s. 6d. each, and a complete work averages 26s. In this 
matter the co-operation of the local dealer can often be secured ; and 
the H.M.V. Company, with their infallible courtesy, are usually willing 
to lend a hand. For the actual operation of the gramophone only a 
little common sense is required, but at the risk of italicising the obvious 
I may say that (1) the instrument should be wound up only when the 
motor is running; (2) the needle should be changed after playing 
one side of a record ; (3) it should rest on the plain edge of the shellac 
for several revolutions before being slid into the first groove ; and 
(4) the sound box if very sensitive and must be handled with care. 
The performance gains greatly is two gramophones are used (after 
an expert has “tuned” the sound boxes) so that one instrument 
may be prepared while the other is playing, thus securing an almost 
complete continuity. 

Now to consider our programmes. The golden law is not to 
play too much. Unfamiliar music is excessively fatiguing. The ideal 
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off the recital with the performance of an entire work. But let it be 
good music, or your pains will be wasted. Some lecturers make 
the mistake of assuming that by titillating the appetite of an audience 
with monastery gardens and pale hands the way will be prepared 
for the appreciation of a Brahms symphony. This is a fallacy. Music 
extorts an intense self-subjugation, and melodious fripperies are the 
worst possible preamble. To persuade listeners that musical appre- 
ciation is easily achieved is to engender a tragically wrong attitude 
at the outset ; and is, in fact, to indulge in chicaneries not very different 
from those of Lord George Sanger. It pays to be honest with one’s 
audience. Those listeners who are too otiose to concentrate will go 
home ; and, candidly, they are better there, for they will never become 
devotees. 


Nevertheless, the choice of a programme, even one maintaining 
a high level, offers plenty of room for discrimination and compromise. 
At the beginning, chamber music should be taétfully abjured. (The 
indifference of the public to chamber music—always excepting the 
piano—is to me a mystery; but certainly that indifference exists.) 
This means excluding such supreme things as Beethoven’s quartets 
and Brahm’s quintet ; but it cannot be helped. The favourite for the 
Musical Stakes is undoubtedly the symphony. Over and above sheer 
musical qualities, it has resonance, variety, weight, and an abundance 
of humanity. Compare two contiguous works like Beethoven’s Eighth 
Symphony and his Op. 95 Quartet: one is full-blooded, broad, richly 
coloured, the other a delicate and complex harmony in greys. The 
Eighth makes an admirable item for a recital ; so does the Fifth. The 
Fourth and Seventh are not so immediately lucid, they need to be heard 
several times before they unfold. 


Choose, then, symphonic or at least orchestral works. The 
pianoforte I recommend to be used frugally : its neck has been wrung 
so often by clopper-fingered schoolgirls that its aesthetic appeal has 
become much weakened. The lecturer should preferably take a single 
work as the basis of his talk, and make it his aim not to leave the plat- 
form till its power has penetrated at least one or two minds. No 
laborious analysis is called for, and technicalities should be eschewed ; 
molto adagios and so forth are caviare to the general. Nor is it 
advisable to descant at length upon the instruments of the orchestra : 
for most people this turns a lecture into a lesson. And above all— 
no blackboards. 1 know leCturers who are positively amorous of black- 
board illustrations. These are anathema. I repeat, anathema. For 
the untutored listener (and it is to him that our efforts are addressed) 
they create a fatally wrong atmosphere. Simply play the essential 
theme several times until the audience has become accustomed to its 
contour and atmosphere, then play the movement in toto. One move- 
ment at a time is sufficient; better to repeat it a hundred times than 
to deluge the listener with a constant influx of new themes. At the 
conclusion of the talk, the work chosen should be given in its entirety 
for the few enthusiasts who are willing to remain. There exist people 
(though, alas, very few) who even at first hearing derive from a work 
of music the sense of archite€ture and power ; and this small propor- 
tion of our audience deserves to be catered for. 
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If a “ mixed” iy ramme is desired, the extraéts should be 
homogeneous, should illustrate some central subje&—for example, 
the development of symphony form, or “ atmosphere,” or char- 
acteristics of different periods contrasted. At all events, a hotch- 
potch has no educational value, and is best avoided. A combination of 
variety and continuity is quite easy of achievement. Thus in devising 
a programme to indicate the evolution of the symphony, such works 
as the following could suitably be rendered, either whole or in part :— 
Haydn’s “ Surprise,” Mozart’s “ Jupiter,” Beethoven’s Fifth, 
Schubert’s “ Unfinished,” Brahms’s Third, and Elgar’s Second. 
Such a sequence would present a sort of microcosm of development. 
Again, the difference between good and bad music could be driven 
home by contrasting, say, Elgar’s “ Nimrod” movement (from the 
“Enigma”) with a — by Mascagni, or Chopin’s Waltz in F minor 
with a waltz by Coleridge-Taylor. Throughout such recitals the 
absolute supremacy of “ real” music over pseudo-music should be 
insisted upon, though not, of course, in any —— manner. 

Chamber music ought to be introduced unobtrusively, and not 
until the leéturer feels that his audience has come to appreciate music 
intelle@tually, for its essential design rather than for crude stimulus. 
It is best approached through the less abstruse works such as Schubert’s 
Trio in B. flat and Mozart’s first Quartet in G. If it is thought better 
to begin with single movements, an excellent choice would be the 
Andante from Schubert’s posthumous Quartet in D minor, or the 
Finale of Beethoven’s Violin Sonata, or the Andante from his third 
Rasoumovsky Quartet, Op. 59 No. 3. The principal thing to remember 
is that, to the average listener, the first impression made by chamber 
music is one of tenuousness, and this must be counteracted by choosing 
music of attractive and not too.elusive texture. Once the listener has 
become grounded in these works, the leQurer might pass on to more 
difficult music such as Brahm’s F minor Quintet, and, ultimately, 
perhaps (though I do not think this likely) to that corpus of unique 
and precious chamber music, the last five quartets of Beethoven. 

Modern chamber music is, with a few exceptions, unsuitable 
for our purpose. The supreme value of chamber music lies in its 
logic oll: clarity of form; and the modern idiom is too bizarre and 
wayward for any but experienced listeners. Exceptions which are 
worth trying are Dvorak’s Quartet in F (“ Nigger”), Frank Bridge’s 
“ Three Idylls,” and the famous quartet of Elgar. 

The talk itself should steer a safe course between idle rhapsody, 
elaborate technicality, and gossip. It is advantageous to take a single 
composer as subject and to outline the essential circumstances of hi 
life, his position in his age, the growth of his music and its relation to 
that of the past, and so forth. Here, as elsewhere, irrelevancies are a 
nuisance. That Beethoven spat in drawing-rooms is not of the slightest 
importance to a person desirous of understanding his art; but the 

umous letter to his nephew is of the most poignant significance. 

urther, sentimentality should not be indulged: it is as futile, in a 
le€ture of this kind, to describe a passage as representing fate knocking 
on the door, as to refer to it as a combination of binary and tertiary 
form (if such it be). There is no reason to be dull; neither is there 
any reason to be flippant. The ideal leGture is that which provides as 
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much relevant and coherent information as is consistent with interest 
and charm. A perfeé& model is Mr. Walter Yeomans’ on Elgar: 
no one could leave Mr. Yeomans’ company without a very clear under- 
Standing of Elgar’s character and art. To listen to the Enigma Varia- 
tions for the first time, under such sympathetic guidance, is to expe- 
rience an adventure of sheer delight. 

A few general remarks in conclusion. For the heavier type of 
orchestral music many will prefer the H.M.V. versions, owing to their 
great brilliancy and massiveness of tone. Columbia records are 
usually less volumnious, but full and mellow nevertheless, and dis- 
tinguished by a sweetness and delicacy all their own. For chamber 
music, where volume is a secondary consideration, Columbia records 
are as near perfection as one could reasonably demand. Their versions 
of the Mozart and Beethoven quartets (played by the Lener com- 
bination) touch the high-water mark of chamber music recording. 
For a lecture of the sort I am advocating, the desideratum is not so 
much volume and accurate tonality as lucidity. To sele& only faith- 
fully recorded works is a necessity worth stressing, for many le 
are incapable of enjoying gramophone music until disabused of a 
ptejudice against the instrument. Moreover, it is desirable to urge 
upon listeners the necessity of acquiring a gramophone for them- 
selves, in order to follow up at leisure the hints thrown out by the 
leGturer. To the neophyte a single good symphony on records is 
worth a hundred visits to classical concerts. It is also important to 
draw attention, at the close of each leéture, to the appropriate books 
to be found on the library shelves. Books of such quality as Bekker’s 
“ Beethoven,” Hussey’s “ Mozart,” and Newman’s “A Musical 
Critic’s Holiday ” should not be overlooked. 

The way to the shrine of music is often slow and devious ; but 
the reward is so munificent that the labour is richly worth while. I 
know more than one musical enthusiast whose feet were first placed 
on the right path by library talks; such listeners have won a new 
pleasure in life and a new interest in the library. I can think of no work 
more germane, more significant, more valuable, more likely to be 
appreciated, than education by music. The tool is in our hands, 
‘sommes simple to use, and absurdly inexpensive; and none are 

er qualified to use it than we, whose aim should be nothing less 
than to raise the culture of the nation and to give people something 
really worth living for. 


WITHDRAWN FROM THE LIBRARY 


The Times Book Club is offering ex-library copies of most of the books 
of importance recently published, at less than half price. 


These books are in exceptionally good condition. Often they have 
had no more than three or four readings. 


WRITE FOR THE CATALOGUE. 
THE TIMES BOOK CLUB 
(The Largest Book-shop in the World) 


42 Wigmore Street, London, W.1 
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Potted Publicity or The Brighter Library 


Movement 
By CONNIE DOWDY. 


Wirx regard to the publicity value of old nursery rhymes, we should 
like to draw the attention of readers of The Library World to the new 
series of improvements instituted at the Library in X (we suppress 
the name of the town involved). 


Take the outside of the building for instance. We have just 
recently had this painted a bright yellow. What resident could fail 
to be attracted by a Library which seeks to rival the modest buttercup ? 
Entering under an Arch of Welcome, the prospective borrower 
arrives at the Lending Department. Here the staff (entirely female) 
are attired in distinGive little suits of red alpaca, a decided advance 
on the drab overalls in use elsewhere. Each girl has her monogram 
embroidered on the top right-hand pocket of her smock, and while 
on duty wears the coy, peaked cap so rightly in favour at large stores 
and drapery establishments. 

Everyone has seen and recognised the elevating qualities of 
illuminated mottoes—“ East and West, Home is best,” etc., etc.— 
but how few have thought of adopting this idea for Library purposes ? 
Yet is is quite simple, as will be seen from the following specimens 
chosen at random from a wide seleétion :— 


“ If you’re looking for a thrill, 
Edgar Wallace fills the bill.” 


Or a classical example :— 
“ There’s a quantity of good 
In books by Mrs. Henry Wood.” 
The bleak walls of any Lending Department may be made gay by such 
snappy slogans. 

We mark books unfit for public consumption with five asterisks 
and find this a very popular method. Such literature is kept on a high 
shelf out of the reach of juveniles and is only available to those over 
six feet. Occasionally little-read classics also receive the asterisk 
mark, an effective and simple device for educating the people which 
deserves to be more widely known. 

The Reference Library has not been neglected, and we arrange 
daily competitions here to answer, with the aid of encyclopaedias 
and other available material, such difficult and appropriate problems 
as :— 

“What Librarian has written an article on Classification 
during the past hundred years ” ? 
“ Give the approximate date of the amalgamation of the 

Library Association and the Association of Assistant Librarians,” 


Unfortunately, owing to the indifference of the Library Com- 
mittee, there have been no prizes offered up to date and candidates 
have lost interest accordingly. Organised treasure hunts for certain 
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folio books out of classified order are another feature of our extension 
work in this department. 

There is no time to enumerate the various a¢tivities now in full 
swing in the Reading Room and at the Branches. As it is, many 
important details of publicity organisation in routine have been passed 
over. Yet we hope that what has been said will suffice to show that 
other Libraries beside the Reticent are making headway, and that we 
are not asleep at X. 


Library Association Annual Conference, 


Blackpool 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Association will be held at Blackpool 

from September 24th to 28th, by kind invitation of the Mayor and 

Corporation of Blackpool. The new President of the Association 

will be Dr. A. D. Lindsay, Master of Balliol College, Oxford. Meet- 

ings will be held in the Opera House, and an exhibition of books, 

library fittings and appliances will be held in an adjacent hall. 
PROGRAMME. 

On Monday evening there will be a reception by the local com- 
mittee. On Tuesday morning the Presidential Address will be given, 
followed by a paper on “ Literary Reviewing” by Mr. J. C. Squire, 
Editor of The London Mercury. There will be papers and discussions 
on the building up of a National Information Service, including the 
consideration of steps designed to further the proposals outlined by 
the Public Libraries Committee of the Board of Education; also on 
the Inter-relationship of Libraries and Museums. County Librarians 
will arrange meetings to consider their own special problems. 

Visits have been arranged to the Wigan Public Library and to 
the libraries of Stonyhurst College and Haigh Hall (the residence of 
the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres, K.T.), and the 
usual features include a Mayoral funtion. There will probably be 
an excursion to the Lake Distria. 

Pusiiciry ExHIsITION. 

An exhibition of library publicity posters and library publications 
issued during this year will be made at the Blackpool Conference 
commencing September 24th. The local sub-committee appointed 
by the Library Association Publicity Committee responsible for the 
arrangements consists of Messrs. R. Ashton (Blackpool), A. Sparke 
(Bolton), and J. W. Singleton (Accrington), and librarians will greatly 
assist by forwarding copies of their posters and publications addressed 
to Mr. Singleton, L.A. Conference, c/o Mr. Rowland Hill, Public 
Library, Blackpool. These should be sent on or before September 1st, 
so that space may be allotted to them. 

Watrter A. Briscoz, Hon. Sec. Publicity Committee. 


PUBLISHERS’ EXHIBITION. 

Arrangements have been made for a trade exhibition open to 
ape booksellers, and firms dealing in libracy appliances. 
is exhibition will be held on the Balcony in the Winter Gardens, 
Blackpool. 
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We ragret to announce the death of Mr. Frank Pacy, O.B.E., who 
retired from the Chief Librarianship of Westminster at the end of 
May, and who held the office of Honorary Secretary of the Library 
Association from 1898 to 1901, and again from 1916 until his death. 
He died at Richmond, where he had retired, on June 24th, and the 
funeral took place there on June 29th. A more extended account of 
his life and work will appear in our next issue. 
Another death that has brought a sense of t shock to the 
profession is that of Walter Powell, the Chief Librarian for sixteen 
*s, and formerly for thirteen years Deputy-Chief Librarian, of 
wmingham Public Libraries. He had been in ill-health for the past 
or more and for the last eight months had been absent from duty. 
A most forceful and competent man, he was born at Birmingham 
on May 3rd, 1874, became a junior assistant under his uncle, the late 
Frank Burgoyne, in the Lambeth Libraries, and in 1893; won the 
L.A. Summer School prize. In March, 1899, he was appointed 
Deputy Chief Librarian of the Birmingham Public Libraries, and 
im June, 1912, succeeded Mr. Capel Shaw as Chief Librarian. He 
married Lilian Margaret Welch, who died in 1924, and leaves one 
daughter (Miss Winifred Powell). His work and influence at Birming- 
ham were profound. He remodelled the Central Library and fifteen 
branches and was a pioneer in many movements. In national librarian- 
ship he was a Councillor of the L.A. for many years, a Vice-President 
: an oa excellent occasional Chairman of Council. His las public 
service was his visit to America two years ago as delegate of the L.A. 
to the jubilee conference of the American Lib Association. 
The Birmingham Public Libraries lose a librarian and 
administrator and his staff will‘probably never again say “ The Chief ” 
in the affe€tionate way which has been usual to them for sixteen years. 
He had force of charaéter and a fearless straightforwardness which 
gave him a commanding position in the councils of librarians, and 
many librarians will remember his trenchant and humorous manner 
of speech and his insistence of having things “in order.” If he 
wanted a thing he generally thought it over carefully (“ Let it work 
in,” he would say); then he drove home his points and got it. Years 
he read a paper in London to the A.A.L. and one who heard it 
ibed it as “ the apotheosis of the paste-pot.” His text was the 
: importance to a librarian of small detail and the natural way 
in which the larger matters of policy and principles followed more 
or less automatically. In his work he always felt that his strength 
lay inthis complete knowledge of every detail of all his libraries— 
from pagte-pot to high politics. Perhaps he overdid it ; most librarians 
undetrate ee minutizc. He had a rough tongue where criticism 
seemed to him necessary, but he never remembered faults except 
meanness and subterfu 
Those who knew Fim best were aware of the way in which his 
three years’ illness chafed his energetic temperament. He never spared 
himself May he rest now ! 
We owe these interesting Legg details to one who knew 
him, worked with him and loved him. 


Obituary 


GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN, LTD. 


EMPIRE GOVERNMENT. 


By MANFRED NATHAN, K.C. 10s. 
A clear and concise survey of th. system of government prevailing in 
the British Commonwealth of Nations, with Studies of the individual 


colonies, protectorates, etc. 
THE MODERN CASE For SOCIALISM 
By A. W. HUMPHREY 128. 6d. 


This book is a Statement of the main principles of Socialism in the light 

of present-day faés of economics and politics and of recent Socialist 

discussion. Apart from its merits as an up-to-date exposition of the 

Socialist standpoint, it is valuable for the large amount of information it 

contains on social and industrial conditions. Written in simple, dire& 

Style, with an absence of avoidable technicalities, it is eminently suitable 
for the general reader as well as for the specialist. 


40 MUSEUM STREET .. .. LONDON, W.C.1 


TELEPHONE } 484 TELEGRAMS: 
(2 Lines) {485 ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS. STARRS 484 WIGAN 


STARR’S 
LIBRARY BINDINGS 


“IT’S OUR LINE.” 


That’s why we can serve you well—because we have years of 
earnest effort in learning how. ” 
That’s why we have had to further extend our Works. 


We use the latest methods of sewing, GUARDING EACH LEAF, 
—_o parts of the book upon which the greatest Strain falls, and 
ensuring the utmost flexibility. The whole by skilled craftsmen. 


ror Paice List AND COMPARE— 


J. STARR & SONS, LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, 
Offices & Retail Department: WALLGATE. 
Wholesale Warehouses: Rowsorrou Squass. WWLGAN, LANCS. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ARISTONYMOUS, 


Was it a trick, merely in order that I should be compelled to 
write to you this month again, that you sent me a card saying you 
were going away on holidays, and asking would I write instead ? 
One knows now-a-days of the quite recognised subterfuges of impor- 
tant folk, like yourself, by which they avoid epistolatory duties. In 
any case, I feel disposed towards forgiveness, because the slow Summer 
is going on: a few bright days are here now, and all wise librarians 
are taking advantage 4 them. They are so few in England, best of 
lands as it is ! 

Holidays are a spacious theme and one well worthy even of a 
bibliographical pen ; but I turn aside from it to our “Affairs,” which 
necessarily mean our business. We are looking ahead to 

Two CONFERENCES 
—that of Aslib, to be held at New College, Oxford, the week in 
September before the Library Association Conference at Blackpool, 
and, of course, that of the L.A. itself. Of the former I can only say 
this: it will be strenuous—the organisers believe very little in the 
social pleasures of conferences, or, at any rate, leave small time for 
them. It must, however, be allowed that the “ conferencers” are 
mostly business men who can spare only a week-end for mutual 
deliberations ; and they want to get down to brass tacks when they 
are afield. (The metaphors are mixed, I know; I have just lunched ; 
but the meaning is cryStalline.) I understand that Mr. Esdaile is to 
open a discussion on the unification of the library resources of London. 
For ever and for ever the blessed word co-operation is dinned into 
our willing ears: the theorist shouts; the statesmanlike practical 
man lingers ; because, after all, there is nothing much in the way of 
obstacle to infinite co-operation except our personal stupidity and 
want of goodwill. All the machinery exists ; and when I see another 
library become an outlier of the C.L.S. I bless the powers that be 
that one more librarian has led his committee in the way of light. 
Why do not the greatest libraries—Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, 
Bristol—become outliers ?_ How far this has anything to do with the 
prospective paper of Mr. Esdaile I cannot say; I may not even have 
a far-off gleam of his intentions. 
As time goes on one feels more and more 
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by which I mean the pity that in the Library Association was not found 
the political sense which could have forestalled the formation of this 
focus of disunion among librarians. I have heard it said that Aslib 
fepresents the consumer or the user side of libraries, while the L.A. 
represents the — or librarian side. Did you ever hear anythin, 

more untrue ? older body had every that Asli 

has, but it did not employ them; and when Aslib was formed 
those who gained prominence in Aslib naturally exaggerated every 
difference between themselves and the L.A. How the original 
difference arose I am quite unable to say; but very possibly out of 
the aversion the L.A. has always had from planning out its possibilities. 
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The whole field of the future, as far as human foresight could have 
—_ it, should have been surveyed. I have heard it said that the 
L.A. is 
An Otp MEN’s AssOcIATION, 
and I resented the saying as ungrateful and cruel. “‘ Look at the 
Council,” said my vis-a-vis. “‘ How many of the men are in the thirties 
or even the forties?” Thirties? Messrs. McColvin, Wright and 
Walker, I suppose; and there are perhaps six or eight still under 
fifty — and that out of a Council of about fifty-six ; a fearsome aggre- 
gate of bibliothecal sapience, but not one making for energetic 
effort or much forward vision. My friend—if I call a man so with 
whom I have quarrelled violently—is right, I’m afraid. That is why 
it seems hopeless at present to expeé the 
AMALGAMATION 
of library societies. With the relatively tremendous membership 
of the A.A.L. facing it, willing to co-operate, but not knowing how, 
the L.A. is powerless. Nearly all the energy of the profession and the 
whole of its future are in the A.A.L. This is utterly wrong, but we 
are old enough to remember the cocksure pompous sublimity and 
ineptitude of some of the folk who “ worked” the L.A. when the 
Library Assistants’ Association was founded. They created a caste 
tradition as between chief and assistant which all the waters of time 
have been unable to wash away. But we must try, even if we fail, to 
become one. Any acquiescence in the present want of unity is a con- 
fession of incapacity. 
THis QueruLous Nore 
is ungracious in the hour in which we lament the passing of Mr. 
Pacy. I did not know him well, although much of his life was con- 
temporaneous with my own. A man of mark, who could take no 
second place amongst his fellows, we owe him a good deal for ae 
the L.A. together in the worst years through which we have passed. 
Although of the old order, he lived to see the coming of the new, the 
passing away of rate-limits and our worst shackles ; he served on the 
Government Public Libraries Committee, even wrote the most con- 
structive—if the most criticised—paragraphs in it ; and the Authorities 
recognised his work with the inadequate O.B.E. He became suddenly 
old in body about five years ago, but his mind was as young as ever 
when I saw him last, in May. In the fair Elysian Fields will he not 
tub his eyes to see there 
WALTER PowELL, 

who crossed the stream the day before? It is a reflection like this 
that reconciles us to the slipping away of life. Powell was one of the 
master folk. I remember his big form, his great voice, his dominant 
self, his laugh, his fine scorn, his general uprightness. And all this 
has gone at fifty-four ! Yet in Birmingham he has raised a monument, 
a good work that will endure; in the Library Association he is to 
be remembered as a leader ; and in the hearts of the many who gathered 
at his grave, and the more who were unable to join them, he is remem- 
bered as an upright, just and lovable man with many of the qualities 
of the child. May the earth rest lightly on both of these. 

Vale! §ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers oN Our Arrairs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary WorxD.] 
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Personal News 


Mr. S. S. Buttock has been appointed Secretary of the Association 
of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux. The new address is 
26, ord Square, London, W.C.1. 

Mr. James Ormerop, F.L.A., Deputy Librarian, Derby, has 
published, through Mr. Elkin Matthews, a volume of poems, entitled 
‘ Tristram’s Tomb and other Poems.” 

The Sub-Librarian of Aberdeen, Mr. CHartes Forses, took the 
unusual course of presenting a memorandum to the Libraries Com- 
mittee to the effe& that the book issues do not compare with those of 
other towns, the stock is inadequate and the selection of books 
haphazard, the open access system is not conduéted on lines conducive 
of the best results, the cataloguing is not carried out in the manner 
of the best public libraries, there is no syStem of branch libraries, and 
the staff does not contain a sufficient number of both educated and 
technically-qualified assistants. As the result of a committee enquiry, 
we learn that Mr. Forbes withdrew his memorandum and apologised, 
and having resigned his position, on account of ill-health, was given 
the sum of £250. Prof. H. J. C. Grierson has addressed a letter to 
the Aberdeen Press on the subject, which concludes: “I am not 
writing to defend the aétion of Mr. Forbes in the exaé& form it took, 
nor to pass judgment on his complaints. I am not capable of doing so. 
But I have a great respect for Mr. Forbes, and reading his memorandum 
I feel that it was not inspired by malevolent motives, but by 
the a pao of one who feels that the system which he is working 
might be made more efficient, more worthy of the city of Aberdeen, 
and to that feeling he has sacrificed his livelihood.” 


Library Topics 

Tue Edward Pease Public Library, Darlington, is to be altered and 
extended at an eStimated cost of £25,000. The scheme includes a 
new and larger reading room with a room for leétures or the exhibition 
of pidures. 

A list of Stanley Weyman’s books was issued on the day after 
his death from Croydon Public Libraries. 

The Report of the Direétor of the School of Librarianship at 
University College for last year shows that the School is very active 
and is fully realising the purposes for which it was founded. There 
were 126 Students in the School, of whom 70 were taking full-time 
day courses and 56 part-time evening courses. Thirty-one students 
obtained the University Diploma in Librarianship, while 30 others 
ame Part I. of the examination for that Diploma. The Sir John 

cAlister Medal, founded to commemorate the active part that Sir 
John took in the institution of the School, was awarded to Mr. A. H. 
Chaplin, Miss Florence R. E. Davies being placed proxime accessit. 

We hear from the Central Library for Students that the Lancaster 
Public Library has come in as an Outlier Library, so far as its special 
colleétion of books, pamphlets, etc., relating to North Lancashire 
and the Lake Distri& is concerned. This collection numbers over 
3,000 items. The Librarian, Mr. G. M. Bland, also hopes later to be 
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able to supply duplicate catalogue entries of the books in this colle@ion 
for the Central Library for Students’ Union Catalogue. 

A Step of importance in conneétion with their Union Catalogue 
has just been taken by Mr. Hutt, who has undertaken to let them have 
duplicate entries of all the books in the Portsmouth Reference Library 
and of all the non-fi&tion books in the Lending Library. 

A scheme for the conversion of Warwick Public Library to 
“ open access ” is under consideration. 

Arrangements have been made for the tenth annual Summer 
School to be held at Aberystwyth from July 27th to August roth. 
A prospe@us can be obtained from the Diretor of the School, National 
Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, who will reply to any enquiries from 
intending Students. 

Miss Ethel M. Hayler has written a report to the Croydon Public 
Libraries Committee entitled, American Children’s Libraries, after a 
personal visit to America of two months’ duration. This is the first, 
among the several reports in recent years on American pra@tice made 
by British librarians, to deal with work for children, and is specially 
interesting, as the preface, written by the Chairman of Croydon 
Libraries, tells us that “the Libraries Committee acceded to the 
recommendation of the Chief Librarian that Miss Hayler, our principal 
Children’s Librarian, should be granted leave last year in order to 
visit the United States and Canada, where children’s libraries are 
conduéted with a liberality and efficiency which may well be an example 
to us in the Old Country.”” We do not remember a library assistant 
going on his (or her) own initiative to America for such a purpose, 
or being assisted by a library authority to do so. As the report is most 
interesting and contains many practical suggestions which will be 
of value to the libraries of which Miss Hayler has charge, it is to be 
hoped that this example of (to use Councillor Pelton’s own words) 
“ liberality and efficiency ” in Committee aétion will have several 
imitators. 

The archite&, Mr. Beresford Pite, contributed a letter to The 
Times on May 17th, on the interesting, if not novel, notion that great 
libraries, “‘ wrestling with storage, extension and accessibility,” should 
build a high tower, with lifts. This would solve the site difficulty 
and give quiet rooms, lighted all round; and in the present state of 
construGtional science foundations and altitude are both possible. 
Twenty or more storeys are possible, and architecturally the Victoria 
Tower at Westminster or a developed relative of the Oxford Magdalen 
are envisaged as such buildings. We know such libraries exist in 
America—the John Crerar, for example ; and the experiences of public 
and of librarians who use and administer such libraries should be 
colleéted and considered. 

During the month of June there was on view in the Exhibition 
Galleries at Brighton a most -interesting exhibition of old Brighton 
Prints. These were arranged in connestion with the Greater Brighton 
Celebrations in order to illustrate the growth, development and changes 
of the town. The prints were sele¢ted from a large collection which 
are in the possession of the Brighton Corporation, and were arranged in 
eros as follows :—Racing, etc.; Coaching, Volunteers, etc. ; 

brities ; Boats and Boating; Old Steine and Royal Pavilion ; 
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Royal Pavilion—Interiors; General Views; The Front; Chain 
Pier; Baths, Markets, etc.; Caricatures; Institutions, etc.; Maps 
and Plans. 

During the months of July, August and a part of September, 
the Exhibition Galleries at Brighton will be occupied with a collection 
of paintings, sketches, etc., by John Constable, R.A. These are lent 
to the Galleries by Mr. Cecil B. Morgan, of ‘‘ Blakemere,” Sandiway, 
Cheshire. The collection is one of the largest and best in existence 
in private hands, and includes portraits of Constable and his wife as 
well as three original letters by the artist. A splendid example of the 
work of Constable is also lent by Mr. Edward Thorp, of Shaftesbury 
House, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire. The Exhibition is open on week- 
days from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (Wednesdays, 8 p.m.); Sundays, 2.30 
to 5 p.m. Admission free. 


We understand that the membership of the Library Association 
is 894 and not 500, as stated in an article entitled ‘ Unity: A Personal 
View,” which appeared in last month’s issue. 


Recently the Libraries Committee of Glasgow Corporation 
recommended the extension of the main reading room at the Mitchell 
Library by utilising the existing corridors, thus providing accommoda- 
tion for 40 additional readers at an estimated cost of £3,500, but the 
Corporation remitted the proposal back for further consideration. 

The Committee has since considered a report by Mr. Pitt, in 
which he points out the urgency for additional accommodation. The 
committee has decided, in view of this report, to re-affirm its previous 
recommendation. 


A Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


GENERAL WORKS. 


017.3 Auction Catalogues 

Boox Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book Auétions. 
Volume 25, Part 2. Cr. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 195-328. London, 
Stevens and Stiles, June, 1928. 30s. per ann. 

This part covers the three mon’ an.-Mar. of the current year and includes 
2,704 entries of books sold at the m and Edinburgh sale tooms. With the 
set of B.A.R. on his desk, the librarian can always deal with the crowd of enquirers 
a = that any book before, say, 1830, is exceptionally rare and worth at 

100. 


027.8 Library Economy, School Libraries 

FeGan (Ethel) School Libraries. Practical Hints on Management. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 106. Interleaved. Cambridge, Heffer, 1928. 
38. 6d. net. 

The author divides her work into ten sections and a bibliography, and deals 
with the School Library from rooms and equipment to preparation for circulating 
the books, classification, cataloguing and binding, in short, every of elementary 
administration. With regard to the bibliographical setion, this aj to be 
somewhat amateurish. As Librarian of Girton College Library, Miss Fegan must 
have a good working knowledge of the library text-books, and it would have been 


The WOOLSTON 
BOOK CO. LTD. 


Will have their usual 
SHowroom for the 


Lrprary ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE 
at 
THe Horet METROPOLE, 


BLACKPOOL, 


—for the whole of— 

the Conference week, 

when a visit will be 
esteemed. 


The Woolston Book Co. Ltd. 


Library Booksellers 
NOTTINGHAM 


You, Mr. Librarian, are 
invited to visit Foyle’s 
NEW LIBRARIES DEPT. 


(recently re-opened after 
extensive alterations and 
enlargement) where, in the 
Librarians’ Room, you can 
quickly inspect Foyle's 
Latest Offers of Books— 
New, Nearly New, and Out-of- 
Print—on all subjeés. 


FOYLE’S LIBRARIES DEPT. 
5 Manette Street 
Charing Cross Road London,W.1 
(Gerrard 9310). 


THESE AND OTHER R.T.S. 
PUBLICATIONS FOR 1928 
WILL BE ON VIEW AT: 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT 
BLACKPOOL. 


THE UNIVERSAL BIBLE 


COMMENTARY 7/6 net 
Edited by the Rev. C. H. Irwin, D.D., 
General Secretary, The Religious Tract 
Society. 576 pages. 

With introductions to each Book of the 
Bible and about 25,000 Text References 
and Annotations. 

“*Makes clear the meaning of every 
verse.”” 

It is with the desire to help both in the 
understanding of the Scriptures and in 
their application to the problems of our 
own time, that this Commentary—the 
work of four years—has been prepared. 
It is hoped that, while the wisdom and 
experience of the past have been re- 
tained, the new needs of the present 
have been more fully met. 


: PELOUBET’S BIBLE 


DICTIONARY 10/6 net 
Based upon the foundation laid by 
William Smith ; edited and brought up 
to date by F. N. Pe.ovset, D.D., 
former editor of ‘‘ Select Notes on the 
International Sunday School Lessons,’’ 
assisted by Alice D. Adams, M.A., assis- 
tant editor Peloubet’s ‘‘ Select Notes 
on the International Sunday 


Lessons. 

Self-pronouncing. 500 illustrations 
and maps. 

MAKES THE BIBLE PLAIN TO EVERY 
READER. 


THE MONKS OF 
 KUBLAI KHAN 


12/6 net 

By Sir E. A. Watts Bunce, M.A., 
tt.D., F.S.A. 

The narrative of the Chinese Monks, 

Sawma and Markos, regarding the Mon- 

‘ols and the Nestorian Church in the 
irteenth Century. 


THE BIBLE STORY BOOK 
for Boys and Girls 7/6 net 


By Jane Eayre Frver. 

ith many coloured plates, full- 
coloured pictures, and numerous illus- 
trations in the text. 352 pages. 
This is not just another book of Bible 
Stories, but is a book prepared on a 
definite plan to meet the existing need 
of a Bible Story Book for Boys and 
Girls from 8 to 14 years of age. 


FLOWER-PATCH 

NEIGHBOURS 
A new “ Flower-Patch”’ 
By Frora KLICKMANN. 
Miss Kli nm will gain very many 
new admirers through this delightful 
book, which is characterised by a re- 
freshing sense of humour, and written 
with a light and graceful pen. 


7/6 net 
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| The Departmental Manager, an i i 
Ex-Librarian of wide experience, 
will be to welcome you 
because he will then have an 
Foyle’s Library Service adapts iH 
itself to the particular circum- 
Stances of any locality. Even if 
= do not place an order, 
gather suggestions whi 3 
will prove useful. 
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easy for her to verify dates of publication and prices. She includes a work on 
Library Conftruétion and Fittings twenty-five years old, and obviously of no use 


The book is printed on one side only (not intetleaved) for annotations—or, shall 
, for correétions ? 
SOCIOLOGY. 


Frre (Hamilton) The British Liberal Party. An Historical Sketch. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 272. London, Allen and Unwin, 1928. 
tos. 6d. net. 

The author traces the rise of the Liberal Party in the middle of the last century ; 

; its heyday under Gladgtone, and its recovery 

before the War from its period in opposition at the end of the century. 

335 Socialism. 

J. C.) A Survey of Socialism, Analytical, Histo: 

and Critical. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 474. London, Mac- 
millan, 1928. 15s. net. 
The sim the author is to analyse the nature of Socialism and arrive at its 

essence, to trace its origin and development, and to criticise its main p’ 
conclusions. The is an outcome of 40 years’ Study, observation and 


Prophet of Socialism ( ). 
erick J.) 1842-1921 
ig So Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 308. London, Allen and Unwin, 

1928. tos. 6d. net. 

Dramatic episodes of the opening of the modern British 
Movement by Hyndman in 1881; its chidhy enter 
of his 40 years’ campaigning and writing ; 
internationalists. 
von HELMHOLTZ-PHELAN (Anna A.) The Social Philosophy of William 

Morris. Portrait. Demy 8vo, boards, cloth back, pp. 206. 

Durham, Duke University Press (London, Cambridge University 

Big 1927. 178. 6d. net. 

i energy by 
Her book is rtant not for 
readers of William Morris, but aso for all who are in the cal 
of Socialism in England. 

Saw (Bernard) The Intelligent Woman’s Guide to Socialism and 
Capitalism. Medium 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxvi., 496. London, 
Constable, 1928. 15s. net. 

began throug’ woman,” iw, to his so 

ropounds a system of philosoph ti is philosophy 

‘ach highly di cable and 

and he touches upon every and department of social life. dane od 

acrobats, baked-potato merchants, the Devil, lunatic asylums, Eeoduane 

vacuum-cleaners, and Zanzibar are all recognised in this work of such 

charaéter. It is likely to serve as an armoury of arguments for a long time to come, 

for it is a moSt searching criticism of social affairs and current economic problems. 


342.415 Ireland: Con$titutional law. 

Quexerr (Sir Arthur S.) The Constitution of Northern Ireland. 
Part 1. The Origin and Development of the Constitution. 7 
ts pp. 90. Belfast, H.M. Stationery Office, 1928. 3s. 


The author contends thatthe text of the Government of Ireland AA, 1920, 
and the enaétments amending it does not afford sufficient material for a full under- 
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cAn cAnnouncement, of Interest 
to all Librarians. 


HE value of Tooke and Newmarch’s “A History of Prices ” 

to teachers and students is too well known to need emphasising. 

The series has been out of print for many years, and owing to the 
continued demand a secondhand copy, when it can be obtained, has 
risen to a prohibitive price and many libraries are without a complete 


There is little doubt, therefore, that the appearance of a facsimile 
reproduétion of the original work will be warmly welcomed, and we 
have pleasure in announcing that we shall publish such a re-issue in 
September next. 


The original work was issued during the years 1838-1857 in 
six volumes at {5 18s. 6d. per set. In this re-issue these six will be 
bound in four volumes, reproduced dire& from the original by photo- 


gtaphic off-set lithography and published at £4 4. 


It was felt that an Introdu@tion by a well-known economist would 
add very materially to the value of the re-issue, and we were fortunate 
enough to induce Professor T. E. Gregory, D.Sc., Professor of Banking 
and Currency in the University of London, to undertake the task. We 
use the word task advisedly, for his Introdu@tion runs to some 40,000 
words and makes a comprehensive survey of the whole of the work. 


We feel confident that there are many Librarians who would 
wish to add this book to their Catalogue could they have the oppor- 
tunity of examining a set at leisure before definitely passing their 
order. To meet such cases, we shall be happy to send a set on approval 
for seven days. 


Applications should be addressed to Dept. “ D.” 


P. S. KING & SON, LTD. 
14 Great Smith Street 
London, S.W.1 
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Standing of the charaéter and tendencies of the Constitution of Northern Ireland. 
Part I. of this work has been designed to supplement the Statutory material in these 
respe@ts. Part II. will be issued later. 


352.042 British local . 

Txe Emprre Municrpa, Drrecrory AND YEAR Book for 1928-29. 
4to, cloth, pp. 318. London, Municipal Engineering Sanitary 
Record. 1928. ros. 6d. net. 

This 46th annual issue contains complete and authoritative lists of all the 
Corporations, County, Urban and Rural Distri& Councils, with their populations, 
municipal undertakings, names of administrative officials, etc., in Great Britain, 
the Colonies and Overseas Dominions, and a compendium of information relative 
to municipal engineering and Public Health work and progress. 


358.3 Aviation. 

Suerer (Rear-Admiral oe F.) Airmen or Noahs. Fair Play for 
our Airmen. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxvii., 448. 
London, Pitman, 1928. 25s. net. 

The author, an air pioneer, claims to have exposed an air myth. This book 

is a challenge to The Great Delusion by “ Neon.” It is a controversial book on a 

controversial subje@, and we can only say that it contains the author’s own ideas 

on air development and present air policy. 


369.43 Boy scouts. ae 
Hessert (E. N.) Recreational Games. Illus. 8vo, cloth, xvi., 176. 

London, George Philip, 1928. 3s. net. 

For scout masters and others who are interested in social work with boys. 
The book is comprehensive in its scope and is cleverly arranged so that the games 
which are described progress from the milder kinds of competitive aétivity to 
team games requiring a comparatively high degree of skill. 


371.4 SySlems of education. 
Witson (J. Dover) Ed. The Schools of England. A Study in Renais- 
sance. Preface by Lord Eustace Percy. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 

xx., 388. London, Sidgwick and Jackson, 1928. 18s. net. 

This book is based on a course of leétures given at King’s College, London, 
last year. Each of the chapters is the work of an acknowledged authority on his 
subject. In considering the present educational sy$tem, or systems, of England, the 
contributors have t with primary education; secondary education ; training 
colleges ; university and adult education, and education in the fighting services. 

NATURAL SCIENCE. 


520 Astronomy. 

Jeans (J. H.) Astronomy and Cosmogony. Illustrated. Imp. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 420. London, Cambridge University Press, 1928. 
31s. 6d. net. 

A vigorously argued scientific treatise for the reference department. Dr. 
Jeans describes the present position of cosmogony and of various closely associated 
problems of astronomy as, for example, the physical state of astronomical matter, 
the Struéture of the Stars, the origin of their radiation, their ages and the course of 
their evolution. The book includes a substantial amount of mathematical analysis, 
but every effort has been made to render the results intelligible to readers with 


no mathematical knowledge. 
USEFUL ARTS. 
613.73 Athletic training. 
Asranams (H. M.) and Asranams (A.) Training for Athletes. Cr. 


8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 190. Illustrated. London, Bell, 1928. 


5S. net. 
Applies itself particularly to fundamentals and at the same time serves as a 


guide to novices. 
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635 Gardening. 

Waicur (Walter P.) Scientific and Practical Gardening for School 
and Home. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 218. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1928. 3s. 6d. net. 

The author is the Horticultural Superintendent under the Kent Education 
Committee. His book deals with soil science and fertility ; the science and prattice 
of plant life, fruit-growing and vegetable cultivation, and gives useful hints on 
flowers for greenhouses. 

658 Careers. 

Brirrain (Vera) Women’s Work in Modern England. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. ix., 222. London, Noel Douglas, 1928. $s. net. 

Careers, training, sources of information, cost of qualification, remuneration, etc. 
Tue ProsBieM or A CAREER. Solved by 36 Men of Distin&ion. Com- 

piled by J. A. R. Cairns. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 
Arrowsmith, 1926. 3s. 6d. net. 

A book which should do much to help parents in the difficult task of deciding 
what to do with their sons. It includes chapters on the Navy and Army; Law, 
Medicine, Art, Politics, Engineering, the Priesthood, etc., each written by a man 
who has achieved success. Among the contributors are Earl Beatty, the Bishop of 
London, and Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. 

658.5 Industrial production. 

Lz (R. H. L.) The Methods and Principles of Industrial Produétion. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 232. London, Nelson (1928). 3s. net. 

A description of the industrial produétion carried on in faétories, works, 
quarries and mines. Theoretical economic discussion is excluded. 


665.5 Petroleum. 

Lipcetr (Albert) Petroleum. Illustrated. Third edition, revised and 
enlarged. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 160. London, Pitman, 
1928. net. 

To most of us petrol is simply a useful commodity which can be used either 
for driving our cars or, if we are librarians, for cleaning our only suit. Mr. Lidgett’s 
book shows that petrol’s usefulness is not confined to these two spheres. He deals 
first with the various aspects of the manufaéture of petroleum and then with the 
large and important part which it plays in our daily life. 

676 Paper. 

Mappox (H. A.) Paper: Its History, Sources and Manufacture. 
Illustrated.  Pitman’s Common Commodities and Industries. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 168. London, Pitman (Second Edition, 
1928). 35. net. 

A popular handbook providing an insight into, and understanding of, paper 
and its manufa€ture. 

FINE AND RECREATIVE ARTS. 

716 Landscape Gardening. 

Cran (Marion) The Joy of the Ground. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 320. London, Herbert Jenkins, 1928. os. 6d. net. 
Mrs. Cran is well known as a broadcaster of Garden Talks. She is also the 

founder and a direétor of the Garden Club, Mayfair. A proportion of the material 

in her new book has appeared in Good House-keeping, The Times, The Woman's 

Journal and The Queen. 

740 Arts and crafts. 

Suirtey (Alfred J.) Elementary Craftwork in Metal. An Intro- 
duétion for the Use of Teachers, Students and Workers. Illus- 
trated. Medium 8vo, cloth, PP. X., 120. London, Batsford, 1928. 
Comprises seétions on design and its application, materials and processes, etc., 

together with a graded course of models, various appendices, glossary and biblio- 
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745 Lettering. 
Lrrrizjonns (J.) Examples of Lettering and at ae Demy 8vo, 


certain accepted Standard alpha and methods for personal variations. 
769 Prints. 


MASTERS OF THE CoLouR Print IV.—W. Grrzs. Introduétion by 
Malcolm G. Salaman. Eight Reproductions. Royal 4to, boards, 
pp. 6. London, “ The Studio,” 1928. 4s. net. 

Mr. W. Giles, formerly President of the Society of Graver Printers in Colour, 
is one of the most distinguished of English colour printers of the present day. 
This collection of reproductions represents a long series of studies in the open 
air, and proclaims him a master of soft effeéts of ight on landscape, of the inter- 

tion of the decorative and gorgeous plumage of birds. The IntroduGion is 
=p celebrated authority on prints. 


780.1 Musical appreciation. 

CreiGuTon (Ursula) Music. With a Preface by Edward J. Dent. 
Illustrated. The Simple Guide Series. 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 256. 
— Chatto and Windus, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 

ular book on musical appreciation written by a practical exponent and 

a. of Et hes art. It is informative, yet never dull or technical. In a general manner 

the author gives her idea of what music really is, and a friendly insight into the lives 

and works of the great composers. 


792 Theatre. 
Capex (Karel) How a Play is Produced. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
. 170. London, Bles, 1928. 6s. net. 
k that is both instructive and vastly entertaining, with many points 


799.12 Angling. 

Dawson (Kenneth) “ West Country.” Salmon and Trout in Moor- 
land Streams. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 240. London, 
Herbert Jenkins, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 

Every salmon, sea-trout and trout on the lesser-known Streams of 

England, Scotland and Wales will find this k full of interest and information. 

The author is a contributor to The Field, Chambers’s Journal, and Scottish Country 


Life. 
LITERATURE. 


808 Rhetoric: Literary composition. 
Reap (Herbert) English Prose Style. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 228. 

London, Bell, 1928. 9s. net. 

According to the author, who is recognised as one of the most brilliant of 
our younger critics, the art of writing prose may be studied from two points of 
view, viz., the objeétive use of language which he calls Composition, and the 
subje€tive—persuasive in intention—which may be called Rhetoric. He main- 
tains that by the art Ae composition alone a — negative = may be attained, 
but for a positive style it is necessary to infuse the composition with those “ personal 

dneats” belonging to the art of rhetoric. 


808.1 Poetry. 
Jaccer (J. Hubert) Poetry in School. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 244. 
London, University of London Press, 1928. 6s. net. 


A discussion of “ape —— ying to class-room work, the latest 


‘4 


THe Lrsrary Worip 25 


820.91 English literature: 20th century. 

Warp (A. C.) Twentieth Century Literature. The Age of Interro- 
gation, 1901-1925. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 232. London, Methuen, 
1928. net. 

introdu commen u au rs. ves a survey 

of such as W Contad, and. touches on 

Reading lists are an of he book. 

824 English essays. 

Ke.err (E. E.) Reconsiderations. Literary Essays. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 280. London, Cambridge University Press, 1928. 8s. 6d. net. 
This volume contains the following essays :—Chaucer and his influence ; 

Some pitfalls in Shakespearean criticism ; Dramatic silences; The Translation of 

the New Testament; Milton as Medievalist ; Milton and Dante ; Thomas Fuller ; 

Pomfret’s “Choice”; The “Ode to Duty”; Macaulay and the Authorised 

Version ; Swinburne ; Conrad. 

828 English miscellany. 

KLICKMANN (Flora) Many Questions. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. Lon- 
don, Religious Tra& Society, (1928). 3s. 6d. net. 

A colleétion of questions and answers dealing with modern problems and the 
spiritual life which has previously appeared as a feature in the Woman's Magazine. 
TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION. 

914.136 Stirlingshire. 

Suupson (W. Douglas) Stirlingshire. With maps, dia and illus- 
trations. 8vo, boards, pp. xi., 142. London, bridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1928. 3s. net. 

See note under 914.272. 

914.259 Cambridge. 

Warp Locx’s Gurpe Books. A New Piéorial and 
Descriptive Guide to Cambridge and Distri&. With plans of 
the Colleges, large plan of the City and two distri maps. Illus- 
trated. Feap. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192. London, Ward Lock, 1928. 
2s. net. 

The latest addition to Messrs. Ward Lock’s famous Red Guides. 

914.272 Lancashire. 

Wrtmore (A.) South Lancashire. With maps, diagrams and illus- 
trations. 8vo, boards, pp. x., 160. London, Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1928. 3s. net. 

Two new volumes in the Cambridge County Handbooks Series. 
BIOGRAPHY. 
928.2387 Anthony Trollope. 
Watpote (Hugh) Anthony Trollope. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 200. 


London, Macmillan, 1928. 5s. net. 

This eighth volume of the English Men of Letters Series is an excellent and 
comprehensive Study of the indefatigable novelist and Civil Servant. It describes 
and sympathetic study of the charaéter of the man as shown by his work and 


HISTORY. 
941.17 Iona. 


Hannan (Thomas) Iona: and Some Satellites. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 268. London, Chambers, (1928). 7s. 6d. net. 
The author has regarded Iona as a shrine, and describes its ecclesiastical 


remains. 
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942 England: History. 
Fay (C. R.) Great Britain from Adam Smith to the Present —_ 
An Economic and Social Survey. Map. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
iP xii., 458. London, Longmans Green, 1928. 12s. 6d. net. 
rt I. of this book deals with the financial policy followed by Walpole, Pitt, 
Huskisson, Peel, Gladstone and Joseph Chamberlain. Part II. discusses the impor- 
tance of the improved means of communication, the evolution of the steamship, 
the construction of goods-canals and railways, the development of motor transport, 
postal services and the eleétrical industry. Part III. reviews the effects of the 
improved methods of agriculture and of the advances made in mechanical inven- 
tion, iron and steel manufaCture and in the textile industry ; and Part IV. considers 
the far-reaching results of the development of Industrialism on the life and thought 
of English people. 
FICTION. 


Core (Sophie) Fortune’s Boats. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. London, 
Mills and Boon, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 
A London love Story. 


Cripps (A. S.) Lion-Man. An Easter’s Tale. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 128. 
London, Sheldon Press, 1928. 43s. 6d. net. 
An English savant, an agnostic whose wife is a devout believer, takes part in 
a native ceremony in Rhodesia. He thereby becomes a “ lion-man” and hunts 
cattle with similarly affected natives. 


Hoyte (Trevor) The Journey’s End. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 356. London, 
Stockwell, (1928). 7s. 6d. net. 
A romance of Kent in the seventeenth century. 


Noy (John) The Pass of the Grey Dog. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 
London, Hamilton, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 
An old professor, crazed but posened of supernormal powers, holding the 
Deity responsible for his own misfortunes in life, determines to revenge hi 
by compelling the abandonment of all religious praétices. 
A journalist falls in love with the posteaat’s niece and discovers the identi’ 
of the modern Antichrist. He dramatically faces dangers with her and the terri 
end of the professor and his partners in evil. 


SHEEAN (Vincent). The Little Duchess. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 322. 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 

The story begins in the last years of Queen Victoria’s reign, when Judith 
Quayle, “ only nineteen, and depressingly well brought up,” becomes Duchess of 
Leftwich. The end of the book finds on of and 
night-clubs. 

SourHon (Arthur E.) The Laughing Ghosts. Tales of Adventure in 
West Africa. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 250. London, Sheldon 
Press, (1928). 6s. net. 

The author says that his hero, — Calverley, is a type of the young men 
who, as Distri€ Officers, have brought British West Africa to its present prosperity. 
These Stories are an epic of the white man’s heroism and of his service to Africa. 
Srewart (James Livingstone) The Goddess of Mercy. A Tale of 

Love and Turmoil in Modern China. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 352. 

London, Sheldon Press, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 

“ The Goddess of Mercy” is a lady doétor who runs a home for abandoned 
girl babies. 

Wynne (May) The Terror of the Moor. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Alston Rivers, (1928). 7s. 6d. net. 

An exciting tale of highwaymen in the late eighteenth century. There is a 
approved sty: 
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Wynne (Pamela) [Winifred Mary Scott] Mademoiselle Dahlia. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 316. London, Philip Allan, 1928. 7s. 6d. net. 
When Mrs. Browne, a widow, and her children, Delia and Tim, made their 
home at Biarritz, on their return from India, they were poverty-stricken. When 
Delia was old enough she became a caddie on a golf course. She fell in love with 
a keen golfer, Jim Chester, but Maude Pri Stepped in. 


JUVENILE. 


Epmonpston (C. M.) and Hype (M. L. F.) Brendon of Brendon Hall. 
Coloured Frontispiece. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 282. London, 
Religious Traé& Society, (1928). 3s. 6d. net. 

A book for boys. 

Hortn (A. C.) Editor. 101 Things for a Boy to Make. A Book of 
Practical DireGtions for the Young Craftsman. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xi., 176. London, Batsford, 1928. 5s. net. 

Hints on the construction of simple obje&s in wood, metal, glass, concrete, 
lino, leather, paper, etc. 

Marten (C. H. K.) and Carrer (E. H.) Histories. Illustrated. 8vo, 
boards. Book 1, Our Heritage, pp. xii., 164. 2s. net (Rev.). 
Book II., The Middle Ages. pp. xii., 212. 2s. 6d. net (Rev.). 
Book III., New Worlds (1485-1688). pp. xiv., 242. 2s. 9d. net. 
Book IV., The Latest Age. pp. xv., 316. 3s. net. Oxford, 
Blackwell, Revised Edition, 1928. 


May (Stella Burke) Chico the Circus Cherub. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xii., 238. London, Appleton, 1928. 6s. net. 
The story of Chico, the youngest member of a circus. 

NurHatt (Betty) Learning Lawn Tennis. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 240. London, Herbert Jenkins, 1928. 3s. 6d. net. 


Tourtet (Mary) Rupert and the Enchanted Princess. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, boards, pp. 60. London, Sampson Low, 1928. 1s. net. 
The adventures of Little Bear, in verse. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Tue Book Wixpow. Vol. 1, No. 5. London, W. H. Smith and 
Son. June, 1928. 3d. net. 

The Summer Number of this alert quarterly is a compendium of opinions, 
lite: information, interesting features, and illustrations appropriate and artistic. 
It i an account of an interview with Mr. G. K. rton, brief reviews 
of books of the day, sele& lists of “‘ best sellers,” classified announcements, literary 
gossip, and chapters on juvenile reading. There is an ingenious Bunyan com- 
petition. 

British _Lrsrary OF AND Economic Science. Bulletin. 
No. 42. June, 1928. 

Carnecre Lisrary OF PirrspurGH. Monthly Bulletin. Vol. 33, 
No. 5. May, 1928. 

Cuicaco Pusiic Lisrary. The Book Bulletin. Vol. 18, No. 6. 

June, 1928. 

(WASHINGTON) Pusiic Lisrary. Your Library. Vol. 
No. 8. May, 1928. 


Darwen OFFiciAL Souvenir, 1878-1928. Illustrated. 
Prepared by the Borough Librarian, Mr. Joseph Pomfret, F.L.A. 
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Haurrax Liprarres. Readers’ Guide. New Series, No. 2. 
May, 1928. 


Hampsteap Pustic Lreraries. Catalogue of the Rossetti Centenary 
Exhibition. Illustrated. 6d. net. 
The Exhibition is being held at the Central Library, Finchley Road, HampStead. 
It will remain open until July 31st. 
Leeps CoMMERCIAL AND TECHNICAL Lrsrary. Bulletin. No. 43, 
Patent Literature. June, 1928. 
Outlines the nature and use of Patent Publications with a view to indicating 
their variety ,scope and charaéter. 
LercesteR Museum, Art GALLERY AND Liprary. Bulletin. No. 16. 
April, 1928. 


Lrsrary Review. A Quarterly Magazine. No. 6, Summer, 1928. 

Reprints an address by the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Elgin, C.M.G., now Chairman 
of the C.U.K.T., and President of the Library Association, to the Glasgow City 
Pol Club, entitled “‘ The Public Library Service of To-day the Carnegie Trust 
Lire AND Letters. Edited by Desmond MacCarthy. Vol. 1, No. 1. 

June, 1928. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 80. London, Life and Letters, 

1928. Monthly, ts. net. 

We have, although not » lived enough to read the first ber of 
several oa not their subsequent They 
have in every case burst upon the world with a flourish of trumpets, with con- 
tributions by distinguished writers and illustrations by famous artists. And 
have then sunk almost at once into mediocrity. Life and Letters is different. Its 
first number seems to indicate that Mr. McCarthy adopted as his slogan the 
excellent but negleted motto, “ Begin as you mean to go on.” His first number 
is a good one but not so superlatively good that its Standard cannot be maintained. 
It contains among other features a posthumous article by Thomas Hardy, and an 
Ibsen bibliography compiled by Mr. McCarthy. The format is excellent—the 
magazine is a most convenient size and it is beautifully printed. 

Tue Lrrrie Lrsrary or Biocrapny : life stories of great men and 
women 
Irwin (C. H.) Holman Bentley of the Congo. 
Irwin (C. H.) Alfred Lyttelton, Statesman and Cricketer. 
Irwin (C. H.) Andrew Reed, Philanthropist. 
Kay (Prof. D. M.) Field-Marshal Earl Haig, of Bemersyde. 
Size 3 by 4}ins. Wrappers, pp. 32. London, Religious Tra& 
Society, (1928). 1d. net. 


New Pusiic Lrerary. The Library Lions. Vol. II., No. 2. 
May, 1928. 

Ontario Lrprary Review. Vol. XII., No. 4. Toronto, May, 1928. 

SHEFFIELD Pusiic Lrsraries. New Books. Recent Additions List, 
No. 9. May, 1928. 

Sr. Lours Pustic Lrsrary. Monthly Bulletin. New Series, Vol. 26, 
No. 5. May, 1928. 


Swinron AND Penpiesury Pusirc Liprary. Bulletin. Vol. L, 
No. 3. June, 1928. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Fraser (John A.) Short History of Shorthand. Illustrated. Small 
8vo, wrappers, pp. 22. London, William Hodge, 1928. 3d. net. 


Isaac Pitman was not the inventor of shorthand. The author traces its history 
as far back as Cicero. The article has been reprinted from The Scottish Nalgo. 


Periopica X.-XIV. Komplette Zeitschriftenreihen. Complete 
Sets. Demy 8vo, limp cloth, pp. lxxx., 602. Leipzig, F, 
Koehlers, 1926/7. 

This catalogue contains a large number of periodical sets, gives a detailed 
i of each i and has ical index added to cach volume, 
dees v0 the home. 


Reports 


Norwicu Public Libraries—Annual Report for the year ending 
March 318t, 1928. Population, 120,661. City Librarian, George 
A. Stephen, F.L.A. Income from Rate, £5,642. Stock: Lending, 
35,962; Branch, 6,281. Additions, 4,104. Issues: Lending, 
250,171; Reference, 48,164; Branch, 52,769. Borrowers: 
Adult, 3,794; Junior, 1,471. 1 Branch. 

The Report shows that not only has the general work of the Libraries been 
maintained most satisfaCtorily, but the co-operative work with other educational 
institutions has been greatly increased. Co-operation with the County Library 
and with the Schools has been continued with success. Preliminaries to the ereétion 
of two branch libraries on the new housing estates have been undertaken. In con- 
ne&tion with the Local Collection a descriptive bibliography was compiled by the 
Librarian and published during the year. 

RorHerHaM Public Library.—s1s Annual 1927-1928. 
Population, 70,080. Chief Librarian, Frederick J. Boardman. 
Rate, 1,74d. Total — iture, £2,465. Stock, combined total, 
20,133. Additions, 4,622. Withdrawals, 1,548. Issues: Lending, 
287,378; Children’s Library, 37,565; Reference, 8,299; School 
Libraries, 23,456; Delivery Station, 7,343. Borrowers, 16,993. 
Delivery Stations, 3. 

The Library was destroyed by fire in July, 1925, and plans for a new —— 
have been adopted. Since the fire the work of the Library has been i 
on under great difficulties, in a temporary stru€ture, and it is therefore highly grati- 
fying to find the issues over 155,000 in excess of the highest pre-fire record. During 

year the system of School Libraries was extended. 


SourHEND-on-SzA Public Library and Museum.—z2nd Annual 
Report. Population, 125,000. Borough Librarian and Curator, 
William Pollitt, F.S.A., F.L.A. Stock, combined total, 43,388. 
Additions, 7,033. Withdrawals, 2,069. Issues: Lending, 358,063 ; 
Reference, 36,062; Leigh Distributing Centre, 132,996 ; ool 
Libraries, 78,947. Borrowers, 26,065. 

The new wing of the Central Library was opened by the Mayor in September 
last. By this poe the soenuetiention of the lending de t was made 
— and difficulties which have existed for a number of years have at last 

removed. Greater convenience for both staff and readers has been i 

and book issues at the rate of over 2,000 per day have since been recorded. Work 

on the branch library at Leigh is still going ahead, but it is not yet possible to fix 

a day for opening. A Committee has been appointed to discuss the question of 

eStablishing a Municipal Art Gallery in the Borough. The above Report contains 

illustrations and a plan of the new lending library. 
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Scottish Library Association 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Scottish Library Association was held 
in the Marischal College, Aberdeen, on May 30th, and was attended 
by over 100 members and delegates. 

Dean of Guild Spencer (in the absence of the Lord Provost), 
who was accompanied by members of the Corporation and repre- 
sentatives of the University, cordially welcomed the Association to 
the City. Mr. S. A. Pitt, the retiring President, expressed the thanks 
of the Association for the invitation and warm welcome extended 
to the members by the Town Council and the Public Library Com- 
mittee. Recalling that nine years ago the Association had had the 
honour of being the guests of the municipality of Aberdeen, Mr. 
Pitt briefly reviewed the improvements in Scottish library conditions 
and capacity which had taken place in the ensuing period, and drew 
attention to the possible extension of the service in the future. 

The new President, Mr. Frank C. Nicholson, M.A., Librarian, 
Edinburgh University Library, was introduced and took the chair. 
Mr. Nicholson, in the course of his presidential address, dealt with 
some aspeéts of the present-day position of reading and general 
culture. Reading, he said, like many other things at the present 
time, seemed to have entered a somewhat problematic stage. The 
traditional European culture was being afteéted to a considerable 
extent by new influences—and particularly by the cinema and wire- 
less. It was obvious that reading for recreation or intelleétual curiosity 
—apart from professional reading—was being seriously affected, and 
would continue to be affeéted, by these new faétors in our modern 
life. The cinema had been a little unfortunate in its Start and early 
development and had lost many opportunities to cultivate its best 
possibilities. The too-frequent addiction to the cinema to-day 
encouraged a frame of mind not favourable to reading. Wireless was 
Still in its initial stage and one could not say how it would develop. 
Mr. H. G. Wells had declared that the future of broadcasting was 
like that of crossword puzzles and Oxford trousers. Others, and 
perhaps equally intelligent judges, spoke of it as likely to become a 
most powerful instrument in the education of the future. He thought 
the truth lay somewhere between these two extremes. Reading, how- 
ever, has more formidable rivals in things that made no pretension 
of competing with it—sport, the motor car, jazz dancing, and the 
various other serious pastimes which engaged the attention of modern 
Europe so much more absorbingly books. The traditional 
European culture was being replaced by a culture, or perhaps he 
should call it a civilisation, of technical and mechanical efficiency, 
and the immediate prospe& of art and literature was not as bright 
as could be wished. There was certainly no fear for the present that 
reading would go out of fashion. The demand for books was greater 
than ever, and the-only misgiving one had was that there was a certain 
lowering of Standards. If culture was at a low ebb just now, there 
was no reason why it should not have its heyday in a form more suited 
to the new world preparing for it. The new culture could not be 
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farted out of nothing—it must derive from a pre-existent culture. 
Thus it was incumbent upon them—and here the library could play an 
exceedingly important part—to remain as loyal as they honestly 
could to the best traditions of their culture and to make them accessible 
to all those who had the power of assimilating them. 


Mr. G. M. Fraser, Librarian, Aberdeen Public Library, read a 
paper on “ Burghal and Rural Libraries in Scotland: Present Position 
and Possible Developments.” Mr. Fraser discussed mainly the 
opportunities for co-operation given to the burgh and county library 
service by the extension of the rate limit and by the library powers 
conferred on County Education Authorities by the Education (Scot- 
land) A& of 1918. Mr. Fraser, and most of the speakers in the subse- 
quent discussion, referred to the anomalies in the existing library 
legislation for Scotland which prevents the service generally from 
benefitting from the full advantages of collaboration and co-operation. 
The demand for a Government inquiry into Scottish library conditions, 
similar to that recently undertaken for England and Wales by the 
Departmental Committee of the Board of Education, was reiterated 


Professor J. Arthur Thomson, LL.D., of the Chair of Natural 
History, Aberdeen University, delighted the meeting with a series 
of “ Snap-shots: Away from the Library.” These were exquisite 
little word-pictures of incidents, real or imaginary, observed or 
visualised by Professor Thomson. Among them were: an old 
woman plucking and selling songbirds in the Market at Pisa; a king- 
fisher at the Old Brig o’ Balgownie, near Aberdeen ; impressions in a 
cave in the cliffs of Fowlsheugh ; and scenes of life and conditions 
on the earth millions of years ago. 


At the subsequent Business Meeting Mr. Edgar H. Parsons, 
Hon. Secretary, reported that in the annual eleGtion of four Councillors, 
the following members had been returned: Miss Maud S. Best, 
Aberdeen University; Robert Bain, Mitchell Library, Glasgow ; 
John McDonald, Dunfermline Public Library; and George S. 
McNairn, Motherwell Public Library. 


The Annual Report of the Council was adopted unanimously, on 
the motion of Mr. J. Gardiner, Airdrie, seconded by Mr. R. Butchart, 
Midlothian County Library. 

The President moved in the name of the Council: “ That Hon- 
orary Membership of the Association be conferred on Mr. S. A. 
Pitt, ex-President.”” Mr. Nicholson referred to Mr. Pitt’s valuable 
services to the Association as Councillor, Vice-president, and President. 
He had brought to the consideration of library affairs and problems, 
not only an exceptionally wide knowledge of the conditions, but also 
a fervid belief in the great value of libraries to the community and a 
corresponding endeavour to bring about the desirable extension and 
improvement in the existing facilities. His contributions to the 
Council’s discussions and to the proceedings of the Association had 
always been marked by characteristic insight and vision. The Associa- 
tion took great pride in the fa& that upon its President had fallen the 
honour of being invited to collaborate with a distinguished American 
librarian in an extensive survey and report on library provision in the 
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Union of South Africa. That task, which Mr. Pitt was 

at the request of the Carnegie Corporation of America, was in i 

an indication of his international +o It was in a way unfor- 
tunate that this work would keep Mr. Pitt abroad for half-a-year— 
but for which he might have been persuaded to continue in office as 
President of the Association for a further period. The Association 
had no higher mark of its appreciation to bestow than Honorary 
Membership and the Council were confident that the members of the 
Association would feel with them that the honour had never been 
more worthily earned. The motion was carried by acclamation. 


Mr. Pitt briefly expressed his appreciation of the action of the 
Association and his continued readiness to do all in his power to 
help the Scottish library service. 

Mr. G. S. McNairn, Motherwell, seconded by Mr. A. Reekie, 
Paisley, submitted a motion requesting the Association to reconsider 
the method of eleéting the Council. Mr. R. Butchart, Midlothian, 
seconded by Mr. A. B. Paterson, Glasgow, moved as an amendment 
that no change be made in the Constitution of the Association. On 
a vote being taken the amendment was carried by a large majority. 


The President extended a cordial welcome to Mr. Guy W. 
Keeling, Secretary of the Library Association. Mr. Keeling expressed 
the pleasure he had had in attending the meeting and emphasised the 
necessity of unity in purpose and organisation among those engaged 
in the library service. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the members were the guests 
of the Town Council at luncheon in the Douglas Hotel—Dean of 
Guild Spencer presiding. 

In the afternoon, by the kindness of the Aberdeen Public Library 
Committee, the members were conveyed by motors to various points 
of interest in the City and surrounding distri, and eventually to 
King’s 7 Here the Association was cordially sectived by 
Principal Sir George Adam Smith, D.D., LL.D., F.B.A., who reviewed 
the history of the University Library and paid warm tribute to the part 
played in its development by the late Mr. P. J. Anderson. The 
members were entertained at tea by the University Court and after- 
wards, under the guidance of Dr. W. Douglas Simpson, Universi*y 
Librarian, inspected the Library and its principal treasures. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the warm thanks of the members 
were expressed to Mr. G. M. Fraser, in whose hands the local arrange- 
ments were all that could be desired. E.H.P. 


The American Library Association held its annual conference at 
West Baden, May 28th to June 2nd. Indiana boasts of being hostess 


to the “ national organisation of libragians ” for the first time. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE — 
EXHIBITION, BLACKPOOL 

LIBRARIANS! 

BOOK. BUYERS ! 


BOOK COLLECTORS! 
BARGAIN HUNTERS ! 


DO_NOT FAIL TO. VISIT 


BOOTS BOOK-LOVERS’ LIBRARY 


BARGAIN STALL 


ance WITHDRAWALS BEST CONDITION 
LOWEST PRICES. 


Give your Name and. Address to the Attendant and secure 
Copies of all Issues of our Catalogues 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD. 


“Modern Library Bookbinding’ 


By HUGH DUNN. 


“It is undoubtedly the most informative treatment on the subje& published 
since the wat, and is of text-book value.” LIBRARY REVIEW. 


bookbinding will find this brochure both interesting and useful.” 


LIBRARY ASSISTANT. 
“The booklet would be of interest to every librarian, ecw Si Ems 
many of the most wend 


THE LIBRARIAN. 


Our Exursits at THE BLACKPOOL CONFERENCE 
WILL BE OF GREAT INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


DUNN & WILSON Ltd., Bellevue Bindery, FALKIRK 


PRESS OPINIONS of 


~ 


. 
| 
| 
J 
— 


KINDS OF BINDING. 


ARE NECESSARY FOR LENDING LIBRARY BOOKS 
BECAUSE OF THE VARYING QUALITIES AND 
THICKNESS OF THEIR PAPER AND SECTIONS 


THESE TREATMENTS WE GIVE 
AT AN INCLUSIVE CHARGE 


The paper on which books for some twenty years have 
been printed required mainly to be oversewed, but the 
majority of books more recently are printed on poor 
papers with narrow margins, necessitating the paper-lining 
of each leaf. This we do enabling the book to be sewn 
through this stronger fold, and give good service. 


We Paper-Line or Guard all books which call for 
such treatment at No Extra Charge. 


We only oversew where it will allow the book to open 
freely and give better service so treated, - 


LEATHERS. We use native-tanned Niger Leathers 
specially prepared in our own workshops under expert 
dire&tion, This leather, prepared in the ancient manner, 
under ordinary conditions is praétically indestrudtible. 

Niger~ Leather Bindings for New Books 
We supply New Books strongly bound in Niger Leather 
Bindings, and treated as various modern papers require; 


or reinforced in the publishers’ covers. So treated they will 
give an average issue of 80 loans as against 20 purchased and 


used as published. Pad 
Prices and particulars of these ings will be sent by return 
of Catalogue of 8,000 Fi&tion and Juvenile books, 
so , sent free on application. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
BOOKBINDERs PORTWAY, BATH 
& BOOKSELLERS ENGLAND 


Printed by PRANK JUCKES, LED, 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; 
and Published for the Propeistors by GRAFTON & OO. 51 Gest Resesll Birest, London, 
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